
 

Hypothesis: Explicit teaching of the paraphrasing strategy incorporating 

synonyms in the whole class setting to a Year Four mixed ability group will 

improve reading comprehension.  

 

 

 

TEACHING OUTLINES 

 

Lesson 1  Focus: Getting Knowledge Ready  

                            Synonyms in isolation                                                                  Time                                                             

Getting 

knowledge ready 

 

Whole Group 

Oral and 

individually 

recorded notes 

Discuss with the students why we read, what types 

of text we read; what we plan to get out of reading 

and how we could go about reading for purpose. 

Ask students what kinds of things they do when 

they read to help them remember and understand 

what they read? 

Students are provided with a small booklet to record 

notes about reading throughout the series of lessons. 

Students take notes … “When I want to remember 

and understand what I read, I can…” 

10-15mins 

Introduce  

 

Whole Group - 

oral 

Say “I am going to teach you a strategy to help you 

remember and understand what you read. This 

strategy is called paraphrasing.  To help us learn to 

paraphrase, we are going to learn more about 

synonyms first.” 

Explain the meaning of synonyms. 

3-5mins 

Model  

 

Whole Group 

Oral and words 

read from 

whiteboard 

Give 5 examples of synonyms on the whiteboard. 

Say “I need to use another word that means the 

same thing”. My word is…Another word that means 

the same thing is…” 

5mins 

Support  

 

Partner Task 

Oral and words 

read from cards 

Play “Find your synonym partner game”.  

Students hold a word card. They need to find 

another child in the class holding a card which is a 

synonym of the word they are holding. 

5 mins 

Articulate & 

Reflect 

 

Whole Group 

Oral 

Say “Can you tell me what a synonym is and what 

you know about synonyms?”  

Review self talk “My word is…I need to find 

another word that means the same thing.” 

5 mins 
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Lesson 2   Focus: Synonyms in isolation 

                             Use of a Thesaurus                                                            Time                                                             

Articulate & 

Review 

 

Whole Group  

Oral 

Students articulate what a synonym is.  

Say “Remember we are learning a strategy to help 

you remember and understand what you read.” 

1-3mins 

Support  

 

Whole group 

Oral and words 

read from cards 

Students play “Oh, So You Mean” oral game with 

isolated synonyms. Sitting in a circle, students may 

choose a card or use a word of their own and 

another student must say “Oh, so you mean” … and 

generate a synonym. 

Teacher makes constructive comments throughout 

about responses. 

5 mins 

Introduce  

 

Whole group 

Oral 

Say “What can we do if we don’t know a synonym 

for a word or we don’t know what a word means?” 

 

5mins 

Model  

 

Whole group 

Oral 

Model using self-talk, the use of a thesaurus. 

Say “My word is…I need to find another word that 

means the same thing. I can’t think of one, so I 

could use a thesaurus. I decide which word fits the 

meaning of my word.” 

5 mins 

Support  

 

Partner work 

Oral and words 

read from 

cards/thesaurus 

Students are each given a word on a card and in 

pairs, they practise using a thesaurus to find a 

synonym. Synonyms are shared. 

 

5 mins 

Articulate, Reflect 

& Explore  

 

Whole group 

Oral 

Review self talk.  

Say “What do you tell yourself when you need a 

synonym for a word?” 

Say “Can you say the steps in using a thesaurus?” 

Say “How might using a thesaurus help you?”  

Say “How could you use this in the classroom 

today or tomorrow?” 

5 mins 
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Lesson 3  Focus: Synonyms in sentence context 

                                                                                                                         Time                                                             

Review, Articulate 

 

Individually 

written notes 

Students write what a synonym is and give as many 

examples as they can in one minute. 

 

1-3mins 

Introduce  

 

Whole group 

Oral   

Discuss how words can have several meanings and 

tenses and the use of a word may or may not be 

appropriate depending on the context. 

2 mins 

Model  

 

Whole group 

Oral and 

sentences read 

from whiteboard. 

Model using self-talk, synonyms within sentences. 

Say “Here is my sentence…If I were to 

change….to… would it mean the same thing? I am 

going to reread the sentence putting in the changed 

word and check if it means the same thing. Does it 

sound right?” 

5 mins 

Model & Support  

 

Whole group 

Oral and 

sentences read 

from whiteboard 

Play “True Or False” for synonym replacement in 2 

sentences. 

A sentence is on the whiteboard with a highlighted 

word to change. It is read aloud by the whole group. 

A changed sentence is displayed. It is read out loud 

by the whole group. Students decide if the two 

sentences mean the same thing and are 

grammatically correct. 

5mins 

Support  

 

Partner Task  

Oral and  

sentences  read 

from strips of 

paper 

Students are each given a sentence on a card and in 

pairs, they play true or false. This is repeated, so 

students have two practices.  
 

Sentences used 

The young boy and his friend played on the gameboy all afternoon. 

Two boys played on their gameboys all afternoon.          

 True/False 

In the window of the toy shop, the lights on the robot were flashing.  

The robot’s lights were blinking in the toy shop.  

 True/False 

5 mins 

Articulate, Reflect 

& Explore  

 

Whole group  

Oral 

Say “See what we did here. We changed some of 

the words in the sentence and checked if the 

sentence still means the same thing and if it sounds 

right. This is called putting it into our own words 

and this will help us remember and understand 

what we read.” 

Say “What did we do?”(Check students can 

articulate understandings) 

5 mins 
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Lesson 4  Focus: Reordering words and phrases within sentences  incorporating 

                            synonyms                                                                          Time                                                                                                                 

Review, Articulate 

 

Students restate what they know about replacing 

synonyms in a sentence. (The sentence meaning 

must remain the same and it must sound right)  

Say “Remember we are learning a strategy to help 

you remember and understand what you read.” 

1-3mins 

Introduce  

 

Whole group  

Oral 

Say “We can sometimes change the words around 

in a sentence as well as replacing some words with 

synonyms.” 

2 mins 

Model  

 

Whole group 

Oral and 

sentences read 

from whiteboard. 

A sentence is displayed on the whiteboard and 

teacher self talks changing the order of the words – 

incorporating phrases or words and synonyms. 

Say “Here is my sentence… I am going to change 

some words. I can say… 

Now I need to check if it means the same thing even 

though the words are changed around.”  
Sentences used 

The boy is running across the road after the dog. 

The boy follows the dog across the road. 

5 mins 

Support  

 

Partner work 

Sentences are given to each student on cards and in 

pairs students think of a new way to say that 

sentence. 

This is repeated so students have 2 practises. 
Sentences used 

Sally was exhausted when she finished climbing the hill. 

After walking to his house in the rain, Pete was chilly and wet. He 

started to cry. 

5 mins 

Articulate, Reflect 

& Explore 

 

Whole group 

Oral 

Students and teacher share and compare the new 

sentences.  

Say “Look what you did here. You changed some 

words so you put it in your own words. This will 

help you remember and understand what you 

read.” 

Students say “When I put an idea into my own 

words I…”  

2 mins 

 

Articulate, Reflect 

& Explore 

 

Individually 

written notes 

Students write in their reading handbook “When I 

put an idea into my own words I…”  

This will help me (remember and understand what I 

read).” 

5 mins 
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Lesson 5  Focus: RAP Paraphrasing Strategy  

                                                                                                                        Time                  

Articulate & 

Review 

 

Whole Group 

Oral 

Say “If I don’t understand what I am reading, what 

could I do?”  

(Put it into my own words. Change as many words 

as I can, while keeping the meaning the same) 

2 mins 

Introduce  

 

Whole group 

Oral 

Introduce RAP Paraphrasing Strategy 

Read the Text 

Ask yourself questions about the main idea and 

details  

Put the ideas into your own words. Try to change as 

many words as you can. 

Students say RAP steps. 

5 mins 

Articulate, Reflect 

& Explore 

 

Whole group 

Oral  

Individually 

written notes 

Explain to students that we have been working with 

sentences, but RAP can also be used for longer 

texts. Longer texts may need to be broken down 

into manageable units. 

Reflect on our initial goal for learning this strategy. 

(To help us better understand and remember what 

we read.) 

Students write down RAP steps 

5-10 mins 

Model & Shared  

 

Whole group 

Oral 

Teacher self-talks R (RAP). Rereads manageable 

unit. 

Self-talks A (RAP) 

Self-talks P (RAP)  

Teacher and students share paraphrasing.    

 
Text:The Fly-By-Night 

 

10 mins 

Reflect – whole 

group 

Students say “when I paraphrase I…”(RAP) 

Students say “I paraphrase to…”(help me 

remember and understand what I read) 

Say “How could you use paraphrasing (RAP) at 

school today or tomorrow?” 

5 mins 

 

Lesson 5 Text: The Fly-By-Night (Flesch-Kincaid Readability Grade 2.4) 

 

A little girl was lying in bed one night. Then she heard a tapping on her window. 

She was rather frightened, but she went to the window and opened it. She told herself 

it was probably the wind. But when she looked out, do you know what she saw? It 

was a little black creature as black as soot. It had bright yellow eyes, and it was sitting 

on a cat. The cat appeared to be flying. 
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Lesson 6  Focus: RAP Paraphrasing Strategy 

                                                                                                                        Time                                                               

Articulate & 

Review 

 

Students say “when I paraphrase  I…”(RAP) 

Students say “I paraphrase to…”(help me 

remember and understand what I read) 

Students give examples of how they used it since 

yesterday. 

5 mins 

Model & Share 

 

Whole Group 

Oral and Text 

read from 

individual copy 

Teacher and students read aloud new text.  

Teacher shares self-talk of RAP steps to show what 

is done to paraphrase, breaking text into 

manageable units. 

 
Text: Nothing-At-All 

 

5 mins 

Support  

 

Partner Task 

Oral and written 

paraphrase 

In pairs students paraphrase text.  

Teacher observes use of RAP and self talk and 

scaffolds where necessary. 

 

10 mins 

Articulate, Reflect 

& Explore 

 

Whole Group 

Oral 

Individually 

written notes 

 

 

Students share their paraphrases. 

Teacher reminds them to check for retained 

meaning. 

Students say steps for paraphrasing. 

Students individually write “when I paraphrase 

I…”(RAP) 

Students write “I paraphrase to…”(help me 

remember and understand what I read) 

Teacher says “How could you use paraphrasing 

(RAP) at school today or tomorrow?” 

5 mins 

 

Lesson 6 Text: Nothing-At-All   (Flesch-Kincaid Readability Grade 2.6) 

 

Up in the hills lived the fox. He had a cave in the rocks for his home. He had been out 

hunting all night, but he was not tired. He shook the sleep out of him and walked on 

his soft, cruel feet across the stone doorway, and stared through the curtain of thick 

brambles at the cold sky. The wind moaned, it swept down and ruffled his reddish 

hair. He tasted the freshness and it was as sweet as honey. Then he turned his head to 

look back at his young ones asleep. They were safe and warm and happy. 
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Lesson 7  Focus: Paraphrasing more than one sentence; or a paragraph.  

                                                                                                                        Time 

Articulate & 

Review 

 

Students say “when I paraphrase  I…”(RAP) 

Students say “I paraphrase to…”(help me 

remember and understand what I read) 

Students give examples of how they used it since 

yesterday. 

3-5 mins 

Support  

 

Partner Task 

Teacher and students read aloud new text together.  

In pairs students paraphrase text and write their new 

text down. 

Teacher observes use of RAP and self talk and 

scaffolds where necessary. 

 
Text: A venomous lizard. 

 

15 mins 

Articulate, Reflect 

& Explore 

 

Whole group 

Oral 

Students share their paraphrases. 

Teacher reminds them to check for retained 

meaning. 

Teacher says “How could you use paraphrasing 

(RAP) at school today or tomorrow?” 

 

10 mins 

 

Lesson 7 Text: A venomous lizard. (Flesch-Kincaid Readability Grade 3.0) 
 

This is a Gila monster. It is unusual because it is venomous. It has fangs at the back of 

its mouth and uses its venom to kill its prey. 

The Gila monster lives in the desert. During hot days in the desert it rests in the shade 

of rocks. But the lizard hunts for food at night, when it is cool. 
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Lesson 8  Focus: Approaching longer texts and managing comprehending through 

personal decisions on when to stop and paraphrase; checking meaning is retained; 

checking understanding. 

                                                                                                                        Time                                                               

Articulate & 

Review 

 

Whole group 

Oral 

Ask “If you were reading a longer text, what could 

you do to help yourself remember and understand 

what you are reading?” (read manageable parts, 

paraphrase, and check meaning is retained)  

Ask “Would we keep reading if we did not 

understand the text?” (No, we would stop and 

paraphrase)  

5 mins 

Model  

 

Whole Group 

Oral and text read 

from page 

Teacher models breaking up a piece of text. Begins 

to read aloud a text of several paragraphs, stopping 

to reread parts, paraphrase, check meaning is 

retained and model self-talk. (Modelling breaking 

up a longer text) 

Students have a copy of text to look at while teacher 

is reading. 
Text: Computer bites 

10 mins 

Independent 

performance 

 

Individual 

Text read and 

written 

paraphrasing 

Students individually continue to read the text and 

write a paraphrase, breaking up the text where they 

individually need to for understanding.  

Teacher supports as needed.  
 

 
Text: Computer bites 

10-15 

mins 

Articulate, Reflect 

& Explore 

 

Whole group 

Oral 

Say: “Look what we did here. We began to read 

and stopped to think if we understood or 

remembered what we read. We paraphrased when 

we did not understand or remember what we had 

read. Then we read the next bit.” 

Say “How could you use paraphrasing (RAP) at 

school or home today or tomorrow?” 

3 mins 

 

Lesson 8 Text: Computer Bites (Flesch-Kincaid Readability Grade 3.2) 

 
Dad’s computer was turned on and the desk lamp shone brightly. The whiteboard that 

Dad wrote his sums on was next to his desk. It was covered with numbers, letters, 

arrows and signs. Across the board Dad had written: “My Plan – To give the 

computer more bytes.” 

 

But Dad wasn’t in the study. Kate checked the bedroom. It was empty. She knew 

Mum was interstate on a business trip but Dad…Oh oh, Kate thought. What would 

happen if they lost Dad? 

“He’s not in bed, either,” she said as she bustled into the study. “I wonder where he-

What’s the matter Jack?” “I-I’ve found f-found D-Dad,” he stammered and pointed at 

the computer. 

Kate turned to the computer and gasped. 

Inside the computer monitor she could see a face. It was Dad! 
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Lesson 9  Focus: Approaching longer texts and managing comprehending through 

personal decisions on when to stop and paraphrase; checking meaning is retained; 

checking understanding. 

                                                                                                                        Time                                                               

Articulate & 

Review 

 

Whole Group 

Oral 

Say “If you were reading a longer text, what could 

you do to help yourself remember and understand 

what you are reading?” (read manageable parts, 

paraphrase, and check meaning is retained)  

 

2 mins 

Independent 

performance 

 

Individual  

Text read and 

paraphrase 

written 

Students are given a text. They read it silently and 

paraphrase, breaking up the text where they 

individually need to for understanding. Teacher 

supports as needed. 

 

  
Text: Bitten by a rattlesnake                   

20 mins 

Articulate, Reflect 

& Explore 

 

Whole group 

Oral 

Say “What did you do to help yourself remember 

and understand what you read?” 

Say “How could you use paraphrasing (RAP) 

another time?” 

 

5 mins 

 

Lesson 9 Text: Bitten by a rattlesnake (Flesch-Kincaid Readability Grade 3.4) 

 

Lennie pushed himself forward. 

The pushing started a small slide. The rocks shifted. A few tumbled to the ground and 

rolled away like balls. Mixed with the sound of the shifting, rolling stones was 

another sound. A rattle. No sooner had Lennie heard it than he felt the sharp stab of 

fangs on his ankle. 

 

He jerked his head around and in the shadow he saw a snake. It was so nearly the 

colour of the ground that it seemed for a moment to be the ground itself set in motion. 

Instantly Lennie twisted away. He rolled over twice. When he stopped and glanced 

back, the snake was moving behind the tipped-over oil drum. It disappeared in the 

shadows. 
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Lesson 10  Focus: Approaching longer texts and managing comprehending through 

personal decisions on when to stop and paraphrase; checking meaning is retained; 

checking understanding. Trying to paraphrase in head. 

                                                                                                                        Time 

Articulate & 

Review 

 

Introduce 

 

Whole group  

Oral 

Students state times they may use paraphrasing. 

 

Say “When we put it in our own words, we don’t 

always need to write it down. We can say it out loud 

or do it in our head. It is like thinking ‘Oh, so you 

mean… and then continuing on reading. Try that 

today as you read our next text.” 

5 mins 

Independent 

performance 

 

Individual 

Text read and 

paraphrase 

written 

Students are given a text; they read it silently and 

answer written comprehension questions. 

 

 

 
Text: Kings of the Creek 

20 mins 

Articulate, Reflect 

& Explore 

 

Whole group 

Individually 

written notes 

Students write in their Reading Notes “When I want 

to remember and understand what I read, I can…”  

 

Students look back at their initial statement written 

in Lesson 1 and compare their initial ideas with 

their new statements and new learning. 

10 mins 

 

Lesson 10 Text: Kings of the Creek (Flesch-Kincaid Readability Grade 4.6) 

 

There’s a creek at the back of our place. That’s where Rick and I launched the Titanic, 

a raft we’d spent all morning making out of wooden planks. 

My older sister Cassie, just rolled her eyes and went back to her book when we told 

her we were going to take our raft on its maiden voyage. 

“Ship Ahoy!” I announced, as we pushed our pride and joy off. 

The raft floated for just a moment, tilted slightly, and then very, very slowly sank into 

the water.  

Gurgle!Gurgle!Gurgle! 

 

Comprehension questions: 

 

1. Where was the Creek?  

2. What was the Titanic? 

3. Who made The Titanic? 

4.. Did Cassie like the idea of the boys going on the raft? 

5. What do you think a maiden voyage is? 

6. Were the boys pleased with their invention?  Which words in the story tell you 

that? 

7. Was the boy’s invention successful? 
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RAP 
Paraphrasing Strategy 
 
 
Read the Text. 
 
 
Ask yourself questions about the main idea 
and details. 
 
 
Put into your own words. Try to change as 

many words as you can. 
 


